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Brussels, 

 

Dear producers, dear craftsperson of the Union, 

 

Europe's rich heritage of craftsmanship and industry is entering a new chapter. As of 1 

December 2025, the names of artisanal and industrial products renowned for their reputation 

or characteristics, due to their deeply rooted origin, will finally be able to benefit from a strong 

Geographical Indication protection at the Union level and beyond, like EU food and wines. 

This marks a historic step forward for our shared cultural and economic heritage. 

Geographical indications are more than just labels: they help us recognise the quality, 

authenticity and the unique story behind each of our craft and industrial products. By 

protecting them through intellectual property rights, we are not only safeguarding our cultural 

identity, traditions and know-how, we are also fortifying the future of our producers and their 

competitiveness. This initiative opens new opportunities for growth, particularly for SMEs and 

craftsperson, many of whom are based in areas across our regions. 

Under this scheme, hundreds of products will be able to protect their reputation for excellence 

and combat counterfeiting - including online - and gain easier access to international markets.  

The Commission in cooperation with Member States, the EU Intellectual Property Office, and 

all interested stakeholders, have teamed up to ensure that this system is designed to meet your 

needs. Soon, consumers across every corner of the Union will recognise the reputation and 

history of these special products thanks to the Union seal. 

This initiative reaffirms our commitment to building a more competitive and inclusive Union, 

one that protects its crafts, preserve its unique skills, and creates jobs in our regions. By 

empowering local producers, we are strengthening the Single Market and making Europe a 

better place for all. 

I count on you to champion this project of excellence.  

With sincere gratitude, 

 

Stéphane Séjourné 
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