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WHAT IS COPYRIGHT? ;|
Copyright is a collection of personal and
proprietary rights owned by the author. Copyright
arises when literary, artistic and scientific
works are created.The creation and exercise of
copyright does not require registration, deposit
or other formalities of the work. It is essential that
the work is original, i.e., that it is the outcome of
the author's own creative activity and that it can
be perceived and reproduced through this form,
either directly or with the use of some technical
means.
Unless there is a circumstance that exempts it
from the laws or other copyright acts, the work is
typically protected by copyright. Unless there are
obvious conditions that exclude this based on the
Copyright Act or other copyright regulations, the
protection of a work by copyright is presumed.
The person contesting the work's copyright
protection has the burden of proof. In Estonia,
copyright is regulated by the Copyright Act.

WHO THE AUTHOR IS AND :
WHAT THEIR RIGHTS ARE? ||
The author is a natural person or natural persons who
have created the work. The substance of copyright
consists of moral rights and commercial rights. The
moral rights of an author are inseparable from the
author's person and non-transferable, however, a
licence may be granted for the use of the author's moral
rights. The economic rights of an author are transferable
as single rights or a set of rights for a charge or free of
charge.

MORAL RIGHTS OF AN AUTHOR j|
•Right to appear in public as the creator of the work and
claim recognition of the fact of creation of the work.
•Right to decide in which manner the author's name
shall be designated upon use of the work - as the real
name of the author, identifying mark of the author,
a fictitious name (pseudonym) or without a name
(anonymously).



•Right to make or permit other persons to make any
changes to the work, its title (name) or designation of
the author's name and the right to contest any changes
made without the author's consent.
•Right to permit the addition of other authors' works to
the author's work (illustrations, forewords, epilogues,
comments, explanations, additional parts, etc.).
•Right to contest any misrepresentations of and other
inaccuracies in the work, its title or the designation
of the author's name and any assessments of the
work which are prejudicial to the author's honour and
reputation.
•Right to decide when the work is ready to be
performed in public.
•Right to supplement and improve the work which is
made public.
•Right to request that the use of the work be
terminated.
•Right to request that the author's name be removed
from the work which is being used.

ECONOMIC RIGHTS OF AN AUTHOR j|
•Right of reproduction of the work.
•Right to distribute the work or copies thereof.
•Right of translation of the work.
•Right of making adaptations, modifications
(arrangements) and other alterations of the work.
•Right for compilation and publication of collections of
the works and systematisation of the works.
•Right for public performance of the work as a live
performance or a technically mediated performance.
•Right of displaying the work to the public.
•Right of communication of the work by radio, television
or satellite, and retransmission thereof by cable
network, or direction of the work at the public by other
technical devices.
•Right of making the work available to the public in such
a way that persons may access the work from a place
and at a time individually chosen by them.
•Right of carrying out the author's architectural project
pursuant to the procedure prescribed by law.
•Right of carrying out the author's project of a work of
design or a work of applied arts.
An author shall enjoy the exclusive right to use the
author's work in any manner, to authorise or prohibit
the use of the work in a similar manner by other
persons and to receive income (royalty) from such use
of the author's work, except free use of the work. The
author performs their economic and moral rights either



independently or collectively through an organization
of authors.

WHAT THE COPYRIGHT PROTECTS? j1
•Written works in the fields of fiction, journalism,
politics, education, etc.
•Scientific works or works of popular science, either
written or three-dimensional (monographs, articles,
reports on scientific research, plans, schemes, models,
tests, etc.)
•Computer programs that shall be protected as
literary works. Protection applies to the expression in
any form of a computer program.
•Speeches, lectures, addresses, sermons and
other works which consist of words and which are
expressed orally (oral works).
•Scripts and script outlines, librettos.
•Dramatic and dramatico-musical works.
•Musical compositions with or without words.
•Choreographic works and entertainments in dumb
show.
•Audiovisual works.
•Works of painting, graphic arts, typography,
drawings.
•Productions and works of set design.
•Works of sculpture.
•Architectural graphics (drawings, drafts, schemes,
figures, plans, projects, etc.), letters of explanation
explaining the contents of a project, additional texts
and programs, architectural works of plastic art
(models, etc.), works of architecture and landscape
architecture (buildings, constructions, parks, green
areas, etc.), urban developmental ensembles and
complexes.
•Works of applied art.
•Works of design and fashion design.
•Photographic works and works expressed by a
process analogous to photography, slides and slide
films.
•Cartographic works (topographic, geographic,
geological, etc. maps, atlases, models).
•Draft legislation.
•Standards and draft standards.
•Opinions, reviews, expert opinions, etc.
•Derivative works, i.e. translations, adaptations of
original works, modifications (arrangements) and
other alterations of works.
•Collections of works and information (including
databases).
•Other works.
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lllustratsion: www.freepik.com

WHAT IS NOT PROTECTED
BY COPYRIGHT?
Copyright protection does not apply to:
•ideas, images, notions, theories, processes, systems,
methods, concepts, principles, discoveries, inventions,
and other results of intellectual activities which
are described, explained or expressed in any other
manner in a work;
•works of folklore;
•legislation and administrative documents (acts,
decrees, regulations, statutes, instructions, directives)
and official translations thereof;
•court decisions and official translations thereof;
•official symbols of the state and insignia of
organizations (flags, coats of arms, orders, medals,
badges, etc.);
•news of the day;
•facts and data;
•ideas and principles which underlie any element of a
computer program, including those which underlie its
user interfaces;
•materials resulting from the reproduction of any
work of visual art, if the term of protection of such
work has expired, unless the material resulting from
the reproduction is original in the sense that it is the
author's own intellectual creation.



DURATION OF COPYRIGHT I
In general, the term of protection of copyright shall
be the life of the author and seventy years after his
or her death. The term of protection of copyright in a
work created jointly shall be the life of the last surviving
author and seventy years after his or her death. The
term of protection of copyright in a collective work or
work created in the execution of duties shall run for
seventy years after the work is lawfully made available
to the public.
The term begins on the first of January of the year
following the year of the death of the author or of the
year following the year when the work was lawfully
made available to the public.
The authorship of a certain work, the name of the
author and the honour and reputation of the author
shall be protected without a term.

Illustrotsion:
www.freepik.com

WHAT COULD BE CLAIMED IN
A COPYRIGHT VIOLATION LAWSUIT?
In the event of a copyright violation, the author or holder
of the author's rights may demand, in line with the Law
of Obligations Act, payment for monetary and non¬

monetary losses, an end to illegal use and a promise
not to repeat the violation, as well as the release of the
earnings of the violation. Once the author has proof that
his rights have been violated, they may use a letter of
demand to demand that the offender immediately stop
the violation and pay damages if any have been caused.
If this is insufficient to protect your rights, the next step
is to file a lawsuit.
If you have any questions about copyright, send an
email to autor@epa.ee.




